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PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. 
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If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 
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Application No. A| 
08/785,559 

Notice of Allowability 



Applicant(s) 

Weinreich et al. 



Examiner 

Thu-Thao Havan 



Group Art Unit 
2771 



All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 

Kl This communication is responsive to 1/1/97 . 

tS The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-36 . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

^Certified copies not received: . 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses 
that the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

Kl Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 

□ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or 
to Paper No. . 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

Kl including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal lettter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any response to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES 
CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER 
and DATE of the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 

K3 Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Kl Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

□ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological Material 
Kl Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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Art Unit: 2771 



DETAILED ACTION 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: The drawings filed on January 1, 1997 are 
acceptable subject to correction of the informalities indicated on the attached "Notice of 
Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review," PTO-948. In order to avoid abandonment of this 
application, correction is required. 



3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicants searching 
for a parser connected to the mail server to process incoming e-mails and the database server is 
responsive to the parser processing to manipulate a record in the database and selected ones of 
said plurality of records are linked to selected other ones of said plurality of records by a 
confirmed defined relationship or a denied defined relationship, in combination with the other 
elements of the claims, was not disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Serial Number: 08/785,559 
Art Unit: 2771 



Page 3 



been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. The dependent claims being further limiting to 
the independent claim, definite, and enabled by the Specification are also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

5. Bly et al., U.S. Patent 5,220,657 is considered as the most relevant because it disclosed 
the updating of local copy of shared data in a collaborative system. However, Bly's patent did 
not incorporate a confirmed defined relationship or a denied defined relationship in an email 
system. 

6. Bly et al., U.S. Patent 5,008,853 is considered relevant because it disclosed the 
representation of collaborative multi-user activities relative to shared structured data objects in a 
networked workstation environment. However, Bly's patent did not incorporate a confirmed 
defined relationship or a denied defined relationship in an email system. 

7. Shaw et al., US Patent 5,809,242 is considered relevant because it disclosed electronic 
mail system for displaying advertisement at local computer received from remote system while the 
local computer is off-line the remote system. 
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8. Rothschild et al., US Patent 5,822,523 is considered relevant because it disclosed server 
group Messaging system for interactive applications. 

9. Kuzma, US Patent 5,781,901 is considered relevant because it disclosed the sender 
requests an e-mail from a recipient. 

10. Otorii, US Patent 5,632,018 is considered relevant because it disclosed the user sends the 
e-mail to an identifier user or users. 

11. Hussey, US Patent 5,826,269 is considered relevant because it disclosed the electronic 
mail interface for a network server. 

12. Herz et al., US Patent 5,754,938 is considered relevant because it disclosed electronic 
identification of desirable objects to the senders. 

13. Smith et al., US Patent 5,790,790 is considered relevant because it disclosed the electronic 
document delivery system that sends to a particular recipient. 

14. Goldhaber et al., US Patent 5,794,210 is considered relevant because it disclosed an 
advertisement e-mail system to the users. 

Inquiries 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ms. Thu-Thao Havan whose telephone number is (703) 308-7062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Thomas Black, can be reached on (703) 305-9707. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-5403 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



ikouUL Uuyfit to C^iia/ParltJJ, 2121 Ctytatlbru,*, Jlrtuylon. V^J., Sutk Dtoor (K?*c*ptiontit). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-9600. 



Thu-Thao Havan 
July 28, 1999 



WAYNE AMSBURY 
PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 



